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s a garden designer, one question 
I often get asked by prospective 
clients is at what stage of a project  
should they call upon my services?  

My answer is always the same – if you are ready  
to think about the garden, then it is the right 
time to speak to me.

Whether your home and garden are being 
designed from scratch, you’ve undertaken a 
renovation project or you’re simply making 
a few minor refurbishments to your home 
and garden, as soon as the planning stages 
commence, it is well worth involving a 
garden designer. 

In order to maximise the opportunities 
of the plot, I feel it’s important to be a team 
player. One of the first things I do when 
beginning work on a project is to set about 
building a relationship with the client, the 
architect, and the contractors that I am 
working alongside. Not only does this make 
the process smoother and more pleasurable, 
but most importantly, it helps bring together 
different perspectives, generating new ideas, 
fresh inspiration and creating a general sense  
of harmony between the buildings, the garden  

and their surroundings. In my experience, 
such working relationships result in gardens 
that exceed your expectations. 

It goes without saying that garden designers  
are practical as well as creative thinkers. Put 
a plot in front of us and our brains will go 
into overdrive figuring out how to optimise 
the light, the views, and identifying how best 
to use the space. For example, if you’re at 
the very early stages of a new build, one key 
piece of advice that I always adhere to is that 
it is not always the best option to build your 
property parallel to the plot’s boundaries – 
an idea that may not occur to others.

Likewise, a garden designer can advise  
on how to ensure that the design of your 
new garden relates to the architecture of 
your home and the surrounding landscape. 
When factors, such as the lie of the land, 
drainage, the environment, and ease of 

access between areas are given consideration 
prior to construction, it can significantly 
reduce construction costs. 

My services as a garden designer are not  
only called upon by clients that are undertaking  
large construction projects. I am regularly 
asked to get involved with designing new 
gardens around old houses and revamping 
gardens that have existed for years. 

Whatever stage your garden is at, if you 
want to make improvements and would like 
the input of a professional, then I am always 
happy to be of assistance. 

To book an appointment with Teresa to 
talk through your garden design needs, simply  
give her a call on 01254 271070. n

Teresa Potter speaks to Mary 
Lee about the benefits of 
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garden designer. Photography: 
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