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ENCOURAGING WILDLIFE
INTO THE GARDEN

T

he delight in welcoming
garden birds into our
lives is something that
we can all enjoy. Even
if we have made no effort at all,
the chances are they will still
occasionally visit. However, the
rewards for a little extra thought
and effort are most satisfying and
certainly worth it.

When planning a new garden
or reinvigorating a more mature
one I am always looking for new
opportunities to ensure our
wildlife is well cared for. A well
placed nesting box or an extra
bird feeder will be particularly
welcome. Bug hotels have become
popular with children and many
schools are now incorporating
these into their garden areas.
Ready made nesting boxes are
available for a wide range of birds.
Robin boxes are open fronted and
need to be placed lower down
behind dense undergrowth to
camouflage them.

Garden designer Teresa Potter advises on how,
with careful and creative planning, we can create
a haven for wildlife in our garden
Both blue tits and great tits
are regular visitors and will take
advantage of a box placed higher up
in a tree or on a wall. Blackbirds

Not all nesting sites are in trees –
hedges play a vital roll and don’t be
afraid to use walls, fences and sheds
as a fixing point for an appropriate

and thrushes require a larger
residence lower to the ground.
Large mature trees are great
places for larger boxes. If you have
a suitable site then do put up a
box that will accommodate an owl
or a woodpecker. Most gardens
will have at least one suitable site
for one species of bird.

nesting box.
Sparrow terraces are one of
my favourites – they comprise
three nesting boxes fixed together
in a row and will encourage a small
community of sparrows to move
in next door to each other. The
most important aspect of placing
any nesting box is to keep it well
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away from the feeding area.
When designing planting
schemes I always incorporate the
position of particular wildlife
features so that they are not
forgotten. Small wood piles form
excellent habitat for toads as
well as supporting a whole range
of insects, fungi and bacteria.
A hedgehog house can be placed

under an established hedge to
provide extra protection from
the weather and both insect and
butterfly hibernation boxes will
soon become home to a range
of vital species.
With careful planning it is
possible to incorporate plants
into your garden that will provide
a year-round source of nectar.
If these are associated with plants
that produce seeds, berries and
fruits then a feast for both birds
and insects can be produced
within a scheme that enhances
and complements the overall
design and use of the garden. 

